Current concepts of mucociliary dysfunction in otitis media with effusion.
From a survey of the literature on mucociliary function in the tubotympanum, it is clear that mucociliary activity and ciliary activity are deeply involved in the pathogenesis, pathology, and prognosis of otitis media with effusion. Ciliary function in the middle ear, especially in the tympanic orifice and the Eustachian tube, has an important role in the mucociliary clearance of surplus secretion to the pharynx. Our review demonstrates that ciliary activity in the tubotympanum is sensitive to a variety of pathological agents including bacteria, bacterial endotoxin, irritant gases, and irradiation, resulting in mucociliary dysfunction of the tubotympanum.